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he had set his heart.   Below the surface it began to
flounder.    The   Ministerial   coterie   appointed   by
Amanullah appointed, in its turn, its own hirelings
in the provinces, and there was hardly a post which
had not its " working arrangement," and a scheduled
percentage of taxes to be forwarded sub rosa to the
appointing Minister.   An official who delayed more
than a week in the dispatch of the stipulated graft
was confronted on the following morning by his
successor to office.   Graft descended on a sliding scale
down to the humblest Government clerk.   The ink-
wells of these lesser functionaries incontinently dried,
and unless they were " watered," no petitioner could so
much as secure a form on which to inscribe a plaint.
Amanullah instituted  a lottery  system for  the
army, those to be called to the colours being deter-
mined by the drawing of slips of paper.   Much
money changed hands in order that certain names
should not appear in the draws, and the army was
filled with dissension.
Amanullah conceived the notion that the priestly
class had held the kingdom in thraldom, and it was
his wont to cc invite " the mullahs to his court, where
he' played the part of court jester at their expense.
He ridiculed their dress, their enormous turbans,
and their voluminous trousers, and contrasted them
with the ultra-Western habilments of himself and his
courtiers. As an exhibition of bad taste it was out-
standing ; as a political blunder it was astounding.
He hung on to this throne for ten years, mortgaging
and collecting his taxes years in advance in order
that he might expedite the monument to personal